
With a panoramic view of Wingaer-
sheek and Coffin beaches visible through 
a window over his left shoulder, Andrew 
Cardone is seated at the kitchen table of 
his childhood home, pointing to the very 
first handbag he ever created.

The image on the piece, drawn in nee-
dlepoint, depicts seagulls, ocean waves, 

lighthouses, an octopus and other sea-
scapes. The bag’s handles are wooden, 
straight and worn. The project took hun-
dreds of hours when he made it about 
four years ago.

Today, the 30-year-old has greatly 
advanced his skill for bag making. And 
yet, he says he’s never entirely satisfied.

“I can always learn more,” says Car-
done, who grew up in Gloucester and 

graduated from Gloucester schools.
“I decide I want to do something and 

figure out how to do it,” he says. “No one 
teaches me how.” 

Cardone is more than just a bag maker: 
He is an artist in many rites.

“I also do painting, sculpting, furniture 
making,” he says. “And I just hit a patch 
for making bags over the past three or 
four years.”
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He’s got the art of purse making in the bag

Photo by KATE GLASS

Andrew Cardone of Gloucester works on a handbag in his studio.
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Cardone doesn’t keep count of how 
many bags he has created, but certainly 
there have been many of these fine pieces 
purchased and shown off.

It was during a winter while he was 
unemployed that he created “Hope 
Springs Eternal,” a green bag with embroi-
dered flowers and an off-center handle.

“I was somewhat depressed. It took 56 
hours to make it,” he recalls. “Then I felt 
like I had done something and it was the 
first large step. I was totally, 100 percent 
happy with something.”

Besides leather, most of Cardone’s tools 
fit inside a plastic shoebox. His favorite 
tool is an awl, which he uses for hole-
punching.

Cardone never uses a pattern twice. 
And his pieces, which now average about 
40 hours each to make, are sold at widely 
ranging prices, from $400 to $3,000.

Cardone connects his bag-making fas-
cination to an early obsession with Nike 
sneakers, women’s shoes and handbags. 

“Women’s shoes are so beautiful and 
much nicer,” says Cardone, comparing 
them to men’s. 

Cardone attended Savannah College 
of Art and Design, in Savannah, Ga., pri-
marily taking drawing classes. 

“Three dimensionality is easy for me,” 
he says of how he transfers those skills 

to bag making. “I can twist things in my 
head, but I do a quick sketch. I have been 
getting into doing nicer sketches, but that 
is only to be able to show the client.”

And clients he has earned — big clients, 
like Marc Jacobs and even Chanel.

“Clientele are people who see my girl-
friend with the bags,” Cardone says. “Some 
people would want bags in the beginning 
and I’d say no, because I wanted to only 
make bags for people who would really 
love the bag. But I’ve gotten past that.”

While Cardone admits it’s hard to 
express joy or angst through bag making, 
it is still a craft that he wishes was more 
respected. 

“It’s art like everything else, with inspi-
ration that comes from everywhere, from 
life. And you have to respect that,” Car-
done said. 

ABOUT ANDREW 
CARDONE

Age:  ` 30.
Residence:  ` Gloucester.
education:  ` Savannah College of Art 

and Design, Savannah, Ga.
Craft: `  Bag making. Also does draw-

ing, painting, sculpting, furniture making. 

SWAmp ThiNgTiNA iihOpE SpRiNgS ETERNAl

CAT FOlD giFNiC

lil TiNA

TiNA

19 


